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FEBRUARY MEETING: The next regular meeting of the Association
will be held on Thursday evening, 11th inst., at eight o’clock, in the Assembly
Hall of the Public Library, corner McAllister and Larkin Sts. Take elevator
to third floor. Car lines No. 5 or No. 19.

After a long interval, we are again to have the pleasure of listening to
our one-time Honorary President, Dr. B. W. Evermann, Director of the
Museum of the California Academy of Sciences and of the Steinhart Aquar-
ium, who will give us an account of his “Bird Studies in California, 40 Years
Ago.” Members are counseled not to miss this interesting address, even
though the weather is inclement. Visitors will be made welcome.

* * *

ANNUAL DUES ARE PAYABLE IN JANUARY. Members will great-
ly facilitate the work of a busy Treasurer by remitting same without further
notification. „* v *

FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP will be taken to Easton on Sunday, February
14th. Party will form at corner of Fifth and Market Sts., San Francisco, to
take motor bus leaving there about 8:55 a.m. East Bay members should
reach Ferry Building not later than 8:20 and take car up Market to Fifth
St. Bring lunch and canteens, filled, as there is no drinking water at luncheon
place. Leave bus at Easton Drive. Walk to top of ridge for lunch; to San
Andreas Lake and back to highway at Uncle Tom’s Cabin, about nine miles.
Return by bns or trolley. Bus fare, twenty-five cents each way.

* * *

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING: The ninth annual
meeting of the Association was held on January 14tli, in the Assembly Hall of
the San Francisco Public Library, with President Kibbe in the chair; Mrs.
Kibbe, Acting Secretary; thirteen members and five guests in attendance.

Annual reports were submitted by the President, Treasurer and Chairman
of the Outing Committee. On the motion of Miss C. S. Bastin, seconded by
Mr. Parry, Messrs. Joseph Mailliard, Joseph Dixon and H. W. Carriger were
proposed for Honorary Membership.

Officers and Directors for 1926 were elected, as follows:

Honorary President
President
First Vice-President
Second Vice-President....
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director

H. W. Carriger
A. S. Kibbe

Carl R. Smith
Miss Muriel S. Pettit— I. M. Parry

C. B. Lastreto
Mrs. G. Earle Kelly

Miss Dorothy S. Schroder
A. C. Schindler

Mrs. Ynes Mexia
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The feature of the evening consisted of a most interesting address by

Past Honorary President Dr. H. C. Bryant upon the subject of the Intro-

duction of Exotic Birds into California,” in which the speaker reviewed the

various attempts which have been made since 1880 to introduce foreign

birds into this state.

Dr. Bryant discerns three periods as characterized by such measures:

Introductions undertaken between 1880 and 1915; little done from 1915 to

1925, and a marked recrudescence of interest in 1925. In 1870 and subse-

quently, many eastern fish were introduced into California waters. Success

in this encouraged attempts to bring in pheasants.

If we except the English sparrow, the ring-necked pheasant is the only

species of exotic bird wTiich has succeeded in becoming acclimated and es-

tablished in California. In 18S0 or 1881, American Consul Denby at Shanghai
sent pheasants to Oregon. At the instance of a Mr. Redding, 80 or 90 of these

birds arrived in California on the day of Mr. Redding’s funeral and as no
arrangements had been made for their reception, they were dissipated. In

1894 a large number were bought in Oregon and distributed in California.

Between 1908 and 1916 several thousands were bred in Hayward and liberated.

There are several thousands of the descendants of these birds in sixteen to

twenty localities, notably San Jose, Alviso and Inyo County. In 1925, five

thousand more birds were purchased in Washington and liberated in Cali-

fornia, at Modesto, San Diego and Inyo County.

Several efforts have been made to bring in Hungarian partridges. In the

early 80’s and 90’s, Gerber introduced numbers of them. In 1908 the state

purchased 2,500. Dr. Macomber, of Paicines enclosed an acre of favorable
wild land, but was unable to rear the birds to maturity and none of the
efforts have met with success, in this state.

Wild turkeys, Chinese quail, bob white, three species of Mexican quail,

and the chachalaca have failed to realize the hopes of their introducers into

California. Gambel quail transplanted from the Imperial Valley to Northern
California, never throve in captivity.

Goat Island was at one time stocked with silver and ring-necked pheas-
ants, which for several years seemed to be getting along, but finally dis-

appeared, due to poaching, house-cats and other predatory animals.

There are three major dangers attendant upon such experiments, namely,
the desecration of native fauna in National Parks and elsewhere; competition
with native species, and the possibility that, if established, the exotic birds
will become a pest, as has the English sparrow.

An experiment has been inaugurated on a considerable scale at the Yount-
vi lie State Farm, where seven acres have been enclosed within a vermin-
proof fence and the effort is to be made to breed pheasants and partridges.

The meeting adjourned with expressions of appreciation and thanks to
Dr. Bryant.

* * V

REPORT OF OUTING COMMITTEE FOR 1925

Your Committee submits the following results of the field trips in 1925.

The regular trips were taken once to each of the following places: Lake
Merritt, Easton and San Andreas Lake, Point Bonita, Muir Woods and Big
Lagoon, Baumberg, Lake Merced and a picnic trip to a home in San Ramon
Valley; two trips were taken to the University Campus and Golden Gate
Park, one each in Spring and Fall, and a Spring three-day trip was made to
Howell Mountain.
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On the thirteen trips taken during year, one hundred twenty five
different species of bird were observed, Easton, Muir Woods-Big Lagoon and
Lake Merced trips offering the largest number of birds, each 42. The average
number of birds seen on each trip was 38.

There was a slight increase in number of members attending trips, forty
two different members attending during 1925, with an average of 12 members
per trip as against 36 different members in 1924, averaging 11 per trip.

There were several unusual occurrences during our 1925 outings: new
birds encountered were least bittern, rufous crowned sparrow, Cabanis wood-
pecker and black throated gray warbler. Then, too, during year we en-
countered birds that had not been seen on the trips since 1923, namely:
Virginia rail, chipping sparrow, tanager, lazuli bunting and slender billed
nuthatch. It is regretted that we failed to have on our 1925 list a record of
any band tailed pigeons. We hope to renew their acquaintance during the
present season.

The number of guests, averaging 8 per trip during 1925, has been slightly
less than the previous year and it is hoped that the members who have so
kindly interested visitors will carry forward the work and induce full mem-
bership in the Association.

Your Committee appreciates the assistance given by the older members
and bespeaks further and continued cooperation along the line of leadership
and responsibility on the part of those competent to lead and who are willing
to assist in this part of the Association’s work which has been found so
enjoyable and profitable to all. „ „ T , .

Bessie W. Kibbe, Chairman.
% * *

CENSUS OF BIRDS’ NESTS IN THE MUSIC CONCOURSE
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, California, in 1925.

See Gull, Jan. ’20
; Feb. ’21

;
Mar. ’23

;
Jan. ’24

; Feb. ’25.

The census of birds’ nests in the music concourse in 1925 showed a con-
siderable improvement in number of nests over the previous year, being 51
against 35. The number in which broods evidently were raised was 12—just
double that of 1924—and the percentage of successful hatches was 23.6 against
17.1.

In spite of this improved showing, however, conditions here are very dis-

couraging for the nesting birds, but whether the worst offenders against
peaceful rearing of avian families are the squirrels or the cats it is im-

possible to determine. Probably it is the squirrels, on account of their su-

perior activity and known fondness not only for young birds but for eggs

as well.

The 1925 census, taken in December, with the trees bare of leaves and, in

consequence, the visibility excellent, and with comparatively little injury to

nests from rainfall, was ?s follows: brood evidently raised, 1 California

Linnet, 11 Nuttall’s Sparrow: deserted, 3 California Linnet, 2 English Spar-

row, 8 Nuttall’s Sparrow; robbed, 3 California Linnet, 1 English Sparrow, 1

Green-backed Goldfinch, 6 Nuttall’s Sparrow, 1 Western Robin: unfinished,

3 California Linnet, 2 English Sparrow, 3 Nuttall’s Sparrow; unidentified, 6.

The nests of two Nuttall’s Sparrow contained remains of young, and of

deserted nests of this species one contained three rotten eggs and another,

one. Joseph Mailliard,
California Academy of Sciences.

it it V-

Tj*NUARY FIELD TRIP was taken on Sunday, the 17th, to Lake Mer-

rit Oakland. The park attendant had barely finished spreading the gram in

the feeding enclosure when a sharp shower of rain scattered the party. Moie



than one half persisted, however and the clouds soon broke away and the

rest of the day was beautiful. Trestle Glen was not included in the itinerary,

but the land birds reported were all found in the park proper.

Birds encountered were: Wild water species, listed below, 19. Land

species: California quail, sparrow hawk, red-shafted flicker, black phoebe

and California jay; linnet, green-backed goldfinch, Nuttall, golden-crowned

and song sparrows; California towhee, California thrasher, bush and wien-

tits and robin; thirty-four species in all. Miss Ethel Crum and Mr. A. H.

Myer reported the land birds and commented upon their scarcity.

Members present were: Mesdemoiselles Ayer, Crum and Thomson;

Mesdames Fowler, Hall, Kibbe and Myer; Messrs. Ivibbe and Myer. As guests:

Miss Boegle, Miss Fisher, Mrs. Gibbs, Mrs. Underhill and Mrs. Phelps

Wyman; Mr. Fletcher, Bill Fisher, two ladies and two gentlemen whose

names were not obtained on account of rain. Nine members and eleven

guests.

A census of the water birds was taken between 12:45 and 2:45, but the

artificial island makes this operation unduly difficult, and it is possible that

the pintails were more numerous by two or three hundred than as reported

below. The total number of birds, however, was notably less than found on

January 18th of last year. If one were to make only a single count, it would
probably better be taken during the first week of the month, as the later

counts invariably show a material diminution in numbers. Herring gull

and Farallon cormorant appear in our lists at this location for the first time

and a solitary green-winged teal represented his species again. The census

follows:
Eared grebes 50

Pied-billed grebes 1

Glaucous-winged gulls 75

Herring gull 1

California gulls 300
Ring-billed gulls 15

Bonaparte gulls - 25

Farallon cormorants 15

Mallards few
Baldpates 700
Green-winged teal - 1

Shovellers 50

Pintails 600
Canvas-backs - 450
Scaup 75
American golden-eyes 15

Buffle-heads 10

Ruddy ducks 400
Coots - - 400

Total, about 3,200

A. S. Kibbe.
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